Signals controlling rest and reactivation of T helper memory lymphocytes in bone marrow.
Established views on the maintenance of immunological memory have been challenged recently by the description of memory plasma cells and memory T helper (Th) lymphocytes residing in the bone marrow (BM) in dedicated survival niches, resting in terms of proliferation and migration. While memory plasma cells are no longer reactive to antigen, memory Th lymphocytes are in a state of attentive rest, and can be reactivated fast and efficiently. Here, we discuss the signals controlling these resting states, which the memory lymphocytes receive from their microenvironment.